
WILD Classroom

 Teachers’ Area

Ideas & Ac�vi�es   
Welcome to WILD!  We hope that by trying some of these ideas and ac�vi�es, 
you will be able to use WILD with your students to make meaningful 
connec�ons to language.  Using WILD, you can help your students explore 
words in the world around them through both teacher- led and independent
ac�vi�es. These engaging ac�vi�es have been designed to align with 
Common Core Standards for K-2 Language Arts.  

Skill: Research 
Provide students with ques�ons that can be answered by using WILD.  
Examples: What are some different types of plants?  What are some things 
you can find in the City?  If you wanted to use a type of transporta�on 
without an engine, name three things you could use.  
Where in the World might you find a scorpion? 

Skill: Preposi�ons 
Have the students look at the Preposi�ons of Movement in the Language 
sec�on in Collec�ons.  Have the students act out some of the words. You 
can create word cards from this sec�on and let students pull them out of a 
basket to act out.

Skill: Preposi�ons 
Have the students look at the Preposi�ons of Place in the Language sec�on 
in Collec�ons.  Have the students describe where you are placing an object
as you move it on, over, above, etc. Give students a small object like a 
stuffed animal, building block, or toy car and ask them to act out the 
preposi�ons with your prompts.

Skill: Plural Words 
Start with either the World or Collec�ons page showing on the screen 
according to what type of words you want the students to focus on.  
As a class, have students brainstorm words that they may find in the 
environment that you have chosen to start with. Give hints or ask leading 
ques�ons to help students get started.  Working with one word at a �me, 
help students take turns naviga�ng and trying to find the word. Once the 
class has found the word, write it together in its plural form.  You can then 
provide the students with a list of words to try the ac�vity independently. 

Skill: Parts of Speech 
Show students a dic�onary entry in the Book and point out where the part 
of speech is shown.  Review the meaning of that part of speech.  Have
students go on a hunt through the Book, looking for par�cular words 
fi�ng into that part of speech category.  For example, ask students to find 
ten nouns in the Book and write the nouns down. Or, for example, ask the 
students to find ten adjec�ves that describe something that they are 
familiar with (e.g., a pet, store, or park) and then create a list with them.

Skill: Research Using Dic�onary Skills
Pose a ques�on that can be inves�gated in WILD that corresponds to your 
current lesson (e.g., Where do fish live?)  Using Book, type in a word con-
nected with your topic (fish). The word “fish” will then come up as a head-
word in the dic�onary. Explore “Places with this word” with your students 
in the fish entry to gather more informa�on about your topic. (The “Places
with this word” dropdown will direct students to all the places in World 
and Collec�ons where fish may be found, such as in the Pond in the Forest, 
or at the Seashore in the Ocean, or in the Refrigerator at Home.) 
This is a great way to begin a meaningful What I Know-What I Want to 
Know-What I Learned process. This ac�vity can be done in a whole group, 
small group, in pairs, or simply 1-on-1 with students.

Skill: Reading 
Type one word into the search box from your current vocabulary list, a�er 
selec�ng a tab. 

   Using Picture Dic�onary, view the image and ask the students to read the 
   word. Let the students check their reading accuracy by hearing the word 
   read when you click the speaker.

   Using the Book, locate the full dic�onary entry of the word. Read the 
   word, listen to pronuncia�on by clicking the speaker, then ask the stu-
   dents to read the defini�on and/or the example sentences. At any �me, 
   scroll through the images provided for that word.

   Using the World, open album view by clicking on the album icon at the 
   bo�om of the page. Here, you can view the image and ask the students 
   to read the word. Let the students check their reading accuracy by 
    hearing the word read when you click the speaker.

   Using Collec�ons, you can move to any label to view the isolated image 
   and ask the students to read the word. By listening to the audio, students 
   can repeat the pronuncia�on while viewing the word. 

Teacher-Led Ac�vi�es  
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 Teachers’ Area

Skill: Rhyming 
Provide students with a word ending, e.g., __ap, leaving the beginning 
le�er(s) blank. In the World or Collec�ons, ask them to use the search box
to type in words using a list of consonants to fill in the blank, e.g., c, l , m, 
n. t. Ask the students to type in the full word, e.g., cap, and click the 
magnifying glass. The word, image, and audio pronuncia�on will appear. 
The students can then click the speaker and listen to the audio to check for
rhyming.

Challenging Ac�vity: 
Provide the students with a word or allow them to pick their own.  Challen-
ge the students to find three-to-five other words located in WILD that rhy-
me with the selected word.  Ask the students to write down their words 
and read them to the class. 

Skill: Contrac�ons 
Have students write out the contrac�ons of the following words: cannot, 
could not, did not, are not, does not, do not. Then have the students self-
check their answers by typing the words into the search box or going to 
Contrac�ons of not. 

Skill: Part of Speech 
Create a vocabulary list from a text you are currently using in your class-
room and ask students to look up each word in the search box and find its 
part of speech in the Book and write it down.

Skill: Vocabulary Usage 
Have the students roll a die and use that number of clicks to find a word.  
When they land on a word, they must use it in a sentence or tell its part of 
speech. Students can do this in pairs on one shared device or in a group 
with the teacher assis�ng on a white board.

Skill: Wri�ng
Have students use the World, choosing City or Nature, to find a se�ng for 
the story they will write.  Encourage the students to use the words that are
found in the se�ng in their story. Ask them to use the Book to check spel-
ling for their wri�ng. Note: Misspelled words will prompt a pop up with a 
list of “Did you mean…” words and their pronuncia�ons.

Skill: Le�er recogni�on 
Have each student select an alphabet card (corresponding to current word 
lists and target vocabulary) and find a word in the World or Collec�ons that 
begins with that le�er.  

   

Independent Ac�vi�es  

Skill: Dic�onary Naviga�on and Sight Word Prac�ce 
Have students use the search box to see if they can locate any of their sight 
words, spelling words, or vocabulary words in the Book or 
Picture Dic�onary. 

Skill: Sentence Wri�ng  
Have students pick a Collec�on (e.g., Earth and Space) and write a few 
sentences about it as a topic. Encourage students to use the words from 
the chosen collec�on in their sentences. Or, ask students to pick three 
words from a Collec�on or the World and write a sentence for each.  For 
older children, you can have your students look up each of the three words 
in the Book, read the words’ defini�ons and example sentences, and then 
write their own sentences.

Skill: Vocabulary
Have students create their own dic�onary entry with only the fields you 
select, for example “image,” “part of speech,” “defini�on,” “example sen-
tence.”  Students may draw pictures, write example sentences, write their
own defini�ons, etc.

Skill: Shapes: Defini�on & Iden�fica�on 
Have the students go to  Shapes collec�on and then go through the defini-
�ons of shapes in WILD.  Students can go to City in the World to find shapes
they are learning about.  Students can also choose one shape entry and 
name things in the classroom that are in that  shape. You can also have stu-
dents choose their own shape and ask them to conduct a Shape Hunt, 
gathering items that have that shape.

Teacher-Led Ac�vi�es  
Independent Ac�vi�es  
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